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NASA GSFC Celebrates 50 Years 

http://www.nasa.gov/centers/goddard/50th/index.html 

1959 – 2009 
Celebrating 50 Years of 
Exploration and Discovery 



NASA GSFC Launches: A Long History of 
Mission Success 

1959 - 2009 
Spacecraft Failures 

Launch Vehicle Failures 

Successes 

COBE Mission results in 
2006 Nobel Prize 

Successes = 250 
Launch Vehicle Failures = 32 
Spacecraft Failures = 11 

Since 1974 : Successes = 143 
Launch Vehicle Failures = 12 
Spacecraft Failures = 1 



NASA GSFC People 

4 

Clerical 
5% 

Professional/ 
Administrative 

28% 
Scientists & 
Engineers 

61% 

Technicians/Other 
6% 

GSFC Workforce  

Total Civil Servants:  3,200 
Total Contractors : 5,400   

Total Workforce:  8,600   



NASA GSFC Facilities  

Goddard Space Flight Center, Maryland 
Wallops Flight Facility, Virginia 
Independent Validation & Verification Facility, West Virginia 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies, New York 
White Sands Ground Station, New Mexico 

GSFC 

GISS 
IV&V 

WFF 

WSGS 



NASA GSFC Focus Areas 

Goddard leads 
missions to 
investigate the 
Earth’s ice cover, 
oceans, land cover, 
biosphere, and 
atmosphere. 

Earth’s Climate and Weather Astrophysics 

Heliophysic
s 

Planetary Science 

Goddard missions 
explore the Sun’s 
activity and it’s 
connection to the 
Earth 

Goddard has flown 
instruments to all the 
planets, many asteroids 
and comets – we are the 
world  leader in planetary 
instruments 

Goddard is home to the 
James Webb Space 
Telescope (JWST), and the 
Hubble Space Telescope. 
Both will be an important 
component in NASA’s quest 
to understand the Great 
Beyond. 
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NASA GSFC Recent and Upcoming Missions 

2009 2010 

HST SM-4  5/09 

GOES-14  6/09 

LRO  6/09 Fermi 6/08 

WISE (MIDEX-6)  12/09 

SDO (LWS) 2/10 

TacSat-3 5/09 

MLAS 7/09 

NOAA N’ 2/09 

Launched Successfully 
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NASA GSFC Future Missions 

Glory

GEMS

MMS

LDCM

GPM

SAM

GOES-P

NPP

Juno

Suborbital

LADEE

NextGen 
TDRS

JWST

MAVEN

ICESAT-II

JDEM



NASA GSFC Emerging Missions 

ICESAT-2 

LADEE 

CON-X 

LISA 

JDEM 

Lunar 
Lander 

SMAP 



NASA GSFC’s Diverse Mission Portfolio 

TRACE 

ACE 

SOHO 

RHESSI 

Wind 
Voyager 

Geotail 
TIMED 

FAST Polar 

Stereo 

THEMIS 

IMAGE 

MMS 

Solar-B 

QuikSCAT 

ACRIMSAT 
EO-1 

Sounding 
Rockets 

Landsat 7 

TRMM TDRSS 

Aqua 

Terra 

Aura 

CloudSat 

CALIPSO GRACE 
SORCE 

ICESat 

Messenger 
Cassini 

New Horizons 

LRO 

Aquarius 

RXTE 

Cluster 

SDO 

NPP 

AIM 

LDCM 

GPM 

Glory 

JWST 

Balloons 

HST Spitzer 

Swift 

FUSE GALEX 

Fermi 

WMAP 

Mars Science 
Laboratory 

Juno 

POES 

GOES 

WISE 

IBEX 


